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Sunday Morning Meditation 
God is always most interested in the building and developing of 

our character.  He wants more than anything for us to love Him, 

worship Him, and grow to love others more purely.  
  – Ray and Nacy Kane 
 From Fear to Love (2002)  
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Greenfield Charge United Church of Christ February 11, 2024 

Mt Hope 8:30am Greenfield 9:50am Grace 11:00am 

Transfiguration Sunday / ‘The Rising’ 

 

Community News 
Prayer List and Prayers of the People 
Prelude/Lighting of the Candles 

 

*  Call to Worship                          
From the rising of the sun to its setting 

God speaks to us and summons us. 

God gathers us in covenant, 

God’s glory shines forth. 

Let us worship God! 
 

*  Invocation 
Mighty God, you call to us. You call to the heavens and to the 

earth in covenant. And so, we call to you: be present as we 

worship. Gather us, that we may hear your voice and respond to 

your ways of righteousness. We pray in the power of your Holy 

Spirit.  Amen. 

 

*  Opening Hymn       “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind”  

Mt Hope PH #341 Greenfield CH #639 Grace TH #226 
 

Prayer of Transformation and New Life 
God invites us to come to worship as our whole selves. God offers 

us a new beginning day by day and week by week. Trusting in 

God, we pray for transformation and new life: 

Mighty God, you call to us and summon us to live in 

covenant and walk in righteousness, yet we forsake your 

covenant and walk in ways of injustice, ignorance, or 

disdain. Your beauty shines forth in creation, yet we abuse 

and tarnish what you have created. May we be willing to do 

the hard thing: may we see what is happening. May we see 

what we do. Renew us. Let us receive a double portion of 

your renewing spirit. Amen. 
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Words of Grace   

God’s glory shines forth, and God judges with grace and with 

mercy. God gives us renewed life and our spirits rise.  

Alleluia! Amen! 

 

Old Testament Reading  2 Kings 2:1-12 NRSV 

Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
1 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a 

whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from 

Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me 

as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you 

yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 

Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to 

Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will 

take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; 

keep silent.” 

4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to 

Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, 

I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 

prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, 

“Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away 

from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 

6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to 

the Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself 

live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men 

of the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance 

from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah 

took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was 

parted to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed 

on dry ground. 

9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I 

may do for you before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please 

let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You 

have asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from 

you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11 As they continued 

walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated 

the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into 
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heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! 

The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no 

longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two 

pieces. 

 

Epistle Reading  2 Corinthians 4:3-6 NRSV 

3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are 

perishing. 4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the 

minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing clearly the 

light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 

God. 5 For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ 

as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’s sake. 6 For it is the 

God who said, “Light will shine out of darkness,” who has shone 

in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God 

in the face of Christ. 

 

*  The Reading of the Holy Gospel  Mark 9:2-9 NRSV 

Gloria Tibi  (Glory be to Thee, O Lord.) TH #497 

The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and 

led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was 

transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, 

such as no one on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared 

to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5 Then 

Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up 

three tents: one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He 

did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7 Then a cloud 

overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This 

is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they 

looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only 

Jesus. 

9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell 

no one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had 

risen from the dead. 
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*  Gloria Patri 
 

Children’s Message / Congregation Conversation 
 

* Meditation Hymn         “For All the Saints”  

Mt Hope PH #306 Greenfield CH #767 Grace TH #418 

 

Today’s Message 
 

*  The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth: And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 

and buried; he descended into hades; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 

on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic/Christian 

church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive 

us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  

Amen. 

 

Sung Response “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” TH # 501 

 

 



6 

The Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings 
   Offertory Statement 

   Offertory (MH) 

* Doxology  TH # 551 

* Offertory Prayer 

Mighty God, you live, and you do not leave us. With these 

gifts, we do not leave each other, but use them in mutual 

support. Bless those who receive and benefit from these 

gifts. May they know your presence with them. With these 

gifts, our prayers rise up to you. Amen. 

 

*  Closing Hymn          “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”  

Mt Hope VH #248 Greenfield CH #539 Grace VH #248 

 

*  Benediction 
May you go renewed in spirit, 

May you go, rising to new life, 

May you go with God’s mantle of mercy 

And blessing of peace upon you, 

Now and forever. 

Amen! 

 

*  Three-Fold Amen  TH # 558   
*  Postlude/Extinguishing of the Candle 

________________________________________ 

The Rising: Service Prayers for Transfiguration Sunday Year B was written by The Rev. Stephanie Perdew, PhD, 

Director, The Damascus Project, Shared Theological Education Ministry of the Wisconsin & Minnesota 

Conferences of the United Church of Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 


