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Sunday Morning Meditation  
The strongest defense is prayer and the Word of God; namely, that 

when evil lust stirs, a man flee to prayer, call upon God’s mercy 

and help, read and meditate on the Gospel, and in it considerer 

Christ’s sufferings. 
  – Martin Luther 

A Treatise on Good Works (1520) 
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Greenfield Charge United Church of Christ February 26, 2023 

Mt Hope 8:30am Greenfield 9:50am Grace 11:00am 

1st Sunday in Lent / “What Have You Done?” 

 
Community News 
Prayer List and Prayers of the People 
Prelude/Lighting of the Candles 

 
*  Call to Worship   

God of the Sahara and the Amazon, Maker of dry places and 

wetlands. 

We come before you with parched hearts for living in this 

world has made them so. 

Holy One, your ability to renew us is unmatched. 

You renew us from within and without. 

Ancient of Days, you held us in the beginning, and you are holding 

us now. 

We reach out to you and draw as close as we can. 

 
*  Invocation   

Divine One, we are thankful for the restoration that can be found in 

you.  Your presence is welcomed here. We delight in knowing that 

you want to be wherever we are. Because you are love, you show 

up for us. In this space, may we delight in your assurance that all 

you made is good. Amen 

 
*  Opening Hymn        “Abide With Me”  

Mt Hope PH #209 Greenfield CH #642 Grace TH #51 
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Prayer for Transformation and New Life  

Source of Grace, we confess that sometimes when we’re 

tempted, we don’t resist. Sometimes when we could do 

good, we don’t because it seems too hard. These are the 

times that we need your grace the most. Instead of giving 

up on us, you transform us as we open ourselves to you. For 

grace that abounds as needed, when needed, we give you 

thanks. Amen. 
 

Words of Grace   

All that God made is good. God made us and we are empowered to 

be good and to do good. Grace and mercy make goodness possible 

always and in all ways. Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading  Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 NIV 

15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of 

Eden to work it and take care of it. 16 And the LORD God 

commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the 

garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of 

good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.” 

The Fall 

3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals 

the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really 

say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 

2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees 

in the garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the 

tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, 

or you will die.’” 

4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For 

God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, 

and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food 

and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she 

took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was 

with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were 

opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig 

leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 
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Epistle Reading  Romans 5:12-19 NIV 

Death Through Adam, Life Through Christ 

12 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and 

death through sin, and in this way death came to all people, 

because all sinned— 

13 To be sure, sin was in the world before the law was given, but 

sin is not charged against anyone’s account where there is no 

law. 14 Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the 

time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a 

command, as did Adam, who is a pattern of the one to come. 

15 But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the 

trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the 

gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow 

to the many! 16 Nor can the gift of God be compared with the result 

of one man’s sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought 

condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and brought 

justification. 17 For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned 

through that one man, how much more will those who receive 

God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness 

reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ! 

18 Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in condemnation for 

all people, so also one righteous act resulted in justification and 

life for all people. 19 For just as through the disobedience of the one 

man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of 

the one man the many will be made righteous. 

 

*  The Reading of the Holy Gospel  Matthew 4:1-11 NIV 

Gloria Tibi  (Glory be to Thee, O Lord.) TH #497 

Jesus Is Tested in the Wilderness 

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 

tempted by the devil. 2 After fasting forty days and forty nights, he 

was hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the 

Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” 

4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, 

but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 
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5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the 

highest point of the temple. 6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, 

“throw yourself down. For it is written: 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you, 

    and they will lift you up in their hands, 

    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 

7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your 

God to the test.’” 

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed 

him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9 “All this I 

will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” 

10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 

‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’” 

11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 
 

*  Gloria Patri 
Children’s Message / Congregation Conversation 

* Meditation Hymn        “Forty Days and Forty Nights”  

Mt Hope PH #148 Greenfield NCH #205 Grace TH #143 
 

Today’s Message 
 

*  The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth: And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 

and buried; he descended into hades; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 

on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic/Christian 

church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
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*  The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

 

*  Sung Response “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” TH # 501 

 

The Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings 
   Offertory Statement 

   Offertory (MH) 

* Doxology  TH # 551 

* Offertory Prayer 

Divine One, receive our gifts from the open hearts from 

which we give them. Thank you for blessing us with gifts to 

share, so that good works can abound. We offer our gifts 

gladly. May what we give be used to meet the needs of all. 

Amen. 

 

*  Closing Hymn          “God Will Take Care of You”  

Mt Hope VH #281 Greenfield CH #692 Grace VH #281 

 

*  Benediction    
As you depart this space and enter the wilderness of the world, 

know that God is with you.  Whatever may come, let God be your 

safe place to go and your soft place to land. Amen. 

 

*  Three-Fold Amen  TH # 558   
*  Postlude/Extinguishing of the Candle 

________________________________________ 

What Have You Done? Service Prayers for the First Sunday in Lent, were written by Rev. Teña T. Nock, 

Associate Pastor of Digital Ministry, First United Church of Tampa, United Church of Christ. 

 

 

 


