
 
 

March 17, 2024 
Greenfield Charge United Church of Christ 

 

www.greenfieldcharge.org 

greenfieldchargeucc@gmail.com 

Facebook: Greenfield Charge United Church of Christ 

 

Pastor 

Mrs. Wendy Farber 

 

farberhome@atlanticbb.net 

 

 

Pianist 

Sylvia Olewinski (MH) 

Audio Tech 

Jeff Farber (Greenfield) 

Organist 

Gary McIntyre (Grace) 

 

Lenten Meditation 
To have a nodding acquaintance with the Creator of the universe is 

no small thought.  But to be on intimate terms with Him is enough 

to give us heart flutters for the rest of our lives. 
  – Joy Dawson 
 Intimate Friendship with God (1986) 
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Greenfield Charge United Church of Christ March 17, 2024 

Mt Hope 8:30am Greenfield 9:50am Grace 11:00am 

5th Sunday in Lent / Say No Lenten Series ‘Single Grains’ 

 

Community News 
Prayer List and Prayers of the People 
Prelude/Lighting of the Candles 

 

*  Call to Worship  
New life rises! 

That which rises, must first fall and die. 

Single grains merely remain as they are unless they are released to 

the ground. 

The grains of the earth that fall will multiply and nourish. 

Come, die to the self and live a life of service to the Living God. 

And God will raise us up anew. Amen. 
 

*  Invocation 
God of grains and grace, we gather today seeking to follow in the 

way of Jesus. The path he chose for his disciples was one of 

service and it requires of us that we lay down our desires, our 

ambitions, and serve you with our whole heart. May our worship 

this day inspire our dying and rising with you as we seek to love 

and serve like Jesus. May it be so. Amen.  

 

*  Opening Hymn       “Look to the Lamb of God”  

Mt Hope VH #430 Greenfield FHP #53 Grace VH #430 

 

Prayer of Transformation and New Life 
God of love, we confess that our ego can all too often get in 

the way of our ability to serve you and others with our 

lives. Our false self is driven by our lack of trust in you to 

provide for our every need. We rely on our own strength. 

But, our true self can let go and be formed anew by your 

love. Forgive us our false ways and transform us and raise 

us to new life. Amen.  
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Words of Grace   

Friends, Jesus reminds us that those who serve him will have the 

assurance of his presence with them. Trust that you are forgiven, 

that new life rises, and that Jesus abides with you. In the name of 

Christ, Amen.  

 

Old Testament Reading  Jeremiah 31:31-34 NRSV 

31 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a 

new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It 

will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when 

I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 

covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says 

the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the 

house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law 

within them, and I will write it on their hearts, and I will be their 

God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one 

another or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all 

know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD, for 

I will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more. 

 

Psalm Reading  Psalm 51:1-12 NRSV 

Prayer for Cleansing and Pardon 
1 Have mercy on me, O God, 

    according to your steadfast love; 

according to your abundant mercy, 

    blot out my transgressions. 
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

    and cleanse me from my sin. 
3 For I know my transgressions, 

    and my sin is ever before me. 
4 Against you, you alone, have I sinned 

    and done what is evil in your sight, 

so that you are justified in your sentence 

    and blameless when you pass judgment. 
5 Indeed, I was born guilty, 

    a sinner when my mother conceived me. 
6 You desire truth in the inward being;  

    therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 
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7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

    wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 

    let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 
9 Hide your face from my sins, 

    and blot out all my iniquities. 
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

    and put a new and right spirit within me. 
11 Do not cast me away from your presence, 

    and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

    and sustain in me a willing spirit. 

 

*  The Reading of the Holy Gospel  John 12:20-33 NRSV 

Gloria Tibi  (Glory be to Thee, O Lord.) TH #497 

Some Greeks Wish to See Jesus 
20 Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were 

some Greeks. 21 They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in 

Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went 

and told Andrew, then Andrew and Philip went and told 

Jesus. 23 Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of 

Man to be glorified. 24 Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of 

wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain, 

but if it dies it bears much fruit. 25 Those who love their life lose it, 

and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal 

life. 26 Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there 

will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 

Jesus Speaks about His Death 
27 “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say: ‘Father, save 

me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this 

hour. 28 Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from 

heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29 The 

crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others 

said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30 Jesus answered, “This voice 

has come for your sake, not for mine. 31 Now is the judgment of 

this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32 And I, 

when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 

myself.” 33 He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
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*  Gloria Patri 
 

Children’s Message / Congregation Conversation 
 

* Meditation Hymn         “Lord, I’m Coming Home”  

Mt Hope VH #428 Greenfield CH #490 Grace VH #428 

 

Today’s Message 
 

*  The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth: And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 

and buried; he descended into hades; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 

on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic/Christian 

church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

 

Sung Response “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” TH # 501 

 

 



6 

The Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings 
   Offertory Statement 

   Offertory (MH) 

* Doxology  TH # 551 

* Offertory Prayer 

O God who causes our lives to rise, we lay down to you the 

abundance you have given us and allow it to fall so that you 

may multiply it to give life to your world. May it be so. 

Amen. 

 

*  Closing Hymn        “Softly and Tenderly”   

Mt Hope VH #420 Greenfield CH #479 Grace VH #420 

 

*  Benediction 
God’s people, go out and nurture this world so that new life will 

rise. Let go of that which binds you to distraction and isolation. 

And look towards your days with the hope of a single grain 

multiplying into the abundance of God’s joy and love. Amen. 

 

*  Three-Fold Amen  TH # 558   
*  Postlude/Extinguishing of the Candle 

________________________________________ 

Single Grains: Service Prayers for the Fifth Sunday in Lent Year B was written by The Rev. Dr. Chad Abbot, 
Conference Minister in the Indiana-Kentucky Conference.  
 
 
 


