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Sunday Morning Meditation  
"Oh, what a happy soul am I!  Although I cannot see, 

I am resolved that in this world, content I will be. 

How many blessings I enjoy that other people don't, 

To weep and sigh because I'm blind, I cannot and I won't." 
  – Franny Crosby 
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Mt Hope 8:30am Greenfield 9:50am Grace 11:00am 

4th Sunday in Lent / “Come Peaceably” 

 

Community News 
Prayer List and Prayers of the People 
Prelude/Lighting of the Candles 

 

*  Call to Worship   

Kindred of God, a new vision of leadership is called forth and God 

calls upon the least likely, the unheard of, and the humble of heart 

to assemble to receive anointing. 

In peace, we anoint the forgotten, the youngest, smallest, and 

unlikeliest of siblings whom God has raised up to serve. 

Though the call may involve risk and danger, we are called to 

listen, obey, and live a love unwavering. 

In peace, we anoint the disinherited and dismissed.  

God’s call does not depend on our outward appearance or our 

earthly achievements. 

In peace, we anoint neighbor and kin alike, knowing God 

looks upon the heart.  Let us open our hearts to God this 

day. Amen. 

 

*  Invocation   
Anointed One, your love comes peaceably into our lives if we will 

but let it. We are so fixated on the gold standard, the familiar, and 

the safe choice that we often lose sight of what you are raising up 

right in our very midst. Enliven us with your Spirit this day so that 

we might get a glimpse of your peace. Take what we might 

imagine as too small for your kingdom and use it to open the world 

to your overflowing abundance and provision for all that you have 

created. In the name of Jesus, the Christ we pray. Amen 

 

*  Opening Hymn        “The Light of the World Is Jesus”  

Mt Hope VH #415 Greenfield FHP #156 Grace VH #415 

 

Prayer for Transformation and New Life  
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God of surprises, we know that we do not often perceive the world 

as you do. We look to the flashy fame, the grand gestures, 

optimal achievements, and unreachable standards. Yet, in spite 

of our misguided reach towards perfection, you give us glimpses 

of your grandeur and grace. Surprise us yet again this day, O 

God, that in our complacency which allows us to drift towards 

the same old ways of faith that we may be transformed anew. 

Provide us with a new cup of oil that we may be anointed by 

your love so that we may set out into your world to bless and 

anoint others. In the name of the One whose love and peace 

make all things new we pray. Amen. 

 

Words of Grace   

Friends, receive the anointing of God’s tender love and forgiveness this 

day. For God’s care and compassion for you abides in your heart today 

and always. 

We rise and set out restored and renewed. Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading  1 Samuel 16:1-13 NIV 

Samuel Anoints David 

The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I 

have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on 

your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of 

his sons to be king.” 

2 But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.” 

The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to 

sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you 

what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate.” 

4 Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the 

elders of the town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you 

come in peace?” 

5 Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. 

Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he 

consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s 

anointed stands here before the LORD.” 

7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his 

height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things 
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people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but 

the LORD looks at the heart.” 

8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But 

Samuel said, “The LORD has not chosen this one either.” 9 Jesse then had 

Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the LORD chosen this 

one.” 10 Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said 

to him, “The LORD has not chosen these.” 11 So he asked Jesse, “Are 

these all the sons you have?” 

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.” 

Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.” 

12 So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health 

and had a fine appearance and handsome features. 

Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.” 

13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his 

brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully 

upon David. Samuel then went to Ramah. 
 

*  The Reading of the Holy Gospel  John 9:1-12 NIV 

Gloria Tibi  (Glory be to Thee, O Lord.) TH #497 

Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind 

As Jesus went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked 

him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 

blind?” 

3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this 

happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long 

as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming 

when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the 

world.” 

6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the 

saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the 

Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, 

and came home seeing. 

8 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, 

“Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some claimed that 

he was. 

Others said, “No, he only looks like him.” 
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But he himself insisted, “I am the man.” 

10 “How then were your eyes opened?” they asked. 

11 He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my 

eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and 

then I could see.” 

12 “Where is this man?” they asked him. 

“I don’t know,” he said. 
 

*  Gloria Patri 
Children’s Message / Congregation Conversation 

* Meditation Hymn        “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”  

Mt Hope PH #79 Greenfield CH #683 Grace TH #304 
 

Today’s Message 
 

*  The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord; who was 

conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 

descended into hades; the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 

and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic/Christian church; the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of 

the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

*  The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  Thy 

kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts as 

we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

*  Sung Response “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” TH # 501 
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The Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings 
   Offertory Statement 

   Offertory (MH) 

* Doxology  TH # 551 

* Offertory Prayer 

Generous God, you remind us that you “anoint our heads 

with oil” and that our “cup overflows” with your 

abundance. We do not take for granted all that you 

provide. Take these gifts and use them for the healing and 

tender care of your hurting world. May your cup of love 

overflow and abide with the hurting and heartbroken, 

forgotten and despised, so that we may all be made whole. 

Amen. 
 

*  Closing Hymn          “Standing on the Promises”  

Mt Hope VH #171 Greenfield CH #410 Grace VH #171 
 

*  Benediction    
Kindred, set out from this place not to anoint power, prestige, and 

the outer appearances of grandiosity. Rather, set out from this 

place to anoint healing, renewal, and raise up those unexpected 

places and people that God has set apart for the transformation of 

the world. Open yourselves to the surprising and unexpected 

movements of the Holy Spirit, for around the corner of every 

assumption we carry and every community we live in, is a small 

shepherd among us waiting to lead with God’s help. Go forth in 

peace to lead, to love, and be renewed by God. Amen! 

 

*  Three-Fold Amen  TH # 558   
*  Postlude/Extinguishing of the Candle 

________________________________________ 

Come Peaceably: Service Prayers for the Fourth Sunday in Lent were written by Rev. Dr. Chad Abbott, 

Conference Minister for the Indiana Kentucky Conference of the United Church of Christ and resides in 

Indianapolis, Indiana. 

 

 

 


