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Lenten Meditation 
Caring for children is an extremely valuable skill that is scarce 

these days.  It may be the most significant gift you could choose to 

spend your life giving. 
  – Valerie Bell 
 Reaching Out to Lonely Kids (1994)  
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Joint Service   Grace 10:00am 

3rd Sunday in Lent / Say No Lenten Series ‘Transactionalism’ 
 

Community News 
Prayer List and Prayers of the People 
Prelude/Lighting of the Candles 

 

*  Call to Worship  
Into the house of God we are called to enter, 

to worship and receive the gift of grace. 

As we step towards this sacred space, 

we acknowledge all that can distract or exploit. 

God calls upon us to cleanse our houses of all that does not find its 

source in God’s love. 

Together we give ourselves in worship and right relations 

with our neighbor. Let us worship God. 
 

*  Invocation 
O God of temples and tables turned over, we enter this sacred space of 

worship seeking your transformation and healing. Make us ready for the 

kind of turned upside down world you are seeking to build among us. We 

have come to this place of worship to be changed, so turn over our tables 

and make us whole. In the name of Jesus our savior.  Amen.  

 

Children’s Message / Congregation Conversation 
 

*  Opening Children’s Hymn           “Deep and Wide” Insert 

 

Prayer of Transformation and New Life 
Holy God, there are times when we choose to bring our folly 

and the many reckless ways of exploiting the poor into your 

house. Sometimes without our even knowing it. And so, 

when our houses of worship need change or when we have 

wandered from your ways, help us to turn towards you. 

Not because of what we can gain from you, but because 

your love is a gift unearned and unwavering. Grant us your 

grace, in the name of Christ. Amen. 

Words of Grace   
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God’s compassion is deep and wide, from everlasting to 

everlasting. In seeking to transform this world, God’s love reaches 

towards each of us with a tender embrace. Let this be our 

assurance this day and always. Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading  Exodus 20:1-17 NRSV 

The Ten Commandments 
1 Then God spoke all these words, 

2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of 

Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3 you shall have no other gods 

before me. 

4 “You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of 

anything that is in heaven above or that is on the earth beneath or 

that is in the water under the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to 

them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, 

punishing children for the iniquity of parents to the third and the 

fourth generation of those who reject me 6 but showing steadfast 

love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep 

my commandments. 

7 “You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your 

God, for the LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 

8 “Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall 

labor and do all your work. 10 But the seventh day is a Sabbath to 

the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or 

your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the 

alien resident in your towns. 11 For in six days the LORD made 

heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the 

seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and 

consecrated it. 

12 “Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be 

long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 

13 “You shall not murder.  

14 “You shall not commit adultery. 

15 “You shall not steal. 
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16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet 

your neighbor’s wife, male or female slave, ox, donkey, or 

anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 

 

Epistle Reading  1 Corinthians 1:18-25 NRSV 

Christ the Power and Wisdom of God 
18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 

God. 19 For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

    and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is 

the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of 

the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not 

know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness 

of the proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for 

signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ 

crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 

gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, 

Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s 

foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is 

stronger than human strength. 

 

*  The Reading of the Holy Gospel  John 2:13-22 NRSV 

Gloria Tibi  (Glory be to Thee, O Lord.) TH #497 

Jesus Cleanses the Temple 
13 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to 

Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, 

and doves and the money changers seated at their tables. 15 Making 

a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, with the 

sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money 

changers and overturned their tables. 16 He told those who were 

selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my 

Father’s house a marketplace!” 17 His disciples remembered that it 

was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18 The Jews 
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then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing 

this?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three 

days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews then said, “This temple has 

been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up 

in three days?” 21 But he was speaking of the temple of his 

body. 22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 

remembered that he had said this, and they believed the scripture 

and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 

*  Gloria Patri 
 

* Meditation Hymn   “Near the Cross”   VH #347 

 

Today’s Message 
 

*  The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth: And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 

and buried; he descended into hades; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 

on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic/Christian 

church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

Sung Response “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” TH # 501 
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The Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings 
   Offertory Statement 

   Offertory (MH) 

* Doxology  TH # 551 

* Offertory Prayer 

O God, whose richness is not found at the tables of those 

willing to exchange goods for the sake of acquiring earthly 

riches, but rather is found at the table of extravagant love 

for neighbor, we entrust these gifts to your care that they 

may abound in your steadfast love for all persons. Use them 

for the building of your beloved community here on earth 

as it is in heaven. Amen. 
 

*  Closing Hymn        “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation” TH #324  

 

*  Benediction 
God has turned our world upside down and called us to a life of 

transformation. Now, go forth changed, called anew, and turned 

towards a God who makes us whole. Amen and Amen! 
 

*  Three-Fold Amen  TH # 558   
*  Postlude/Extinguishing of the Candle 

________________________________________ 

Transactionalism: Service Prayers for the Third Sunday in Lent Year B was written by The Rev. Dr. Chad Abbot, 
Conference Minister in the Indiana-Kentucky Conference.  
 
 
 


