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Sunday Morning Meditation 
The hardest person to forgive is yourself.  If it seems impossible to 

do, remember that God forgives everyone, over and over, so for 

you to refuse yourself forgiveness is to set yourself above God. 
  – Barbara Bartocci 
 From Hurting to Happy (2002)  
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Greenfield Charge United Church of Christ September 17, 2023 

Mt Hope 8:30am Greenfield 9:50am  

16th Sunday after Pentecost / ‘Forgiveness’ 

 
Community News 
Prayer List and Prayers of the People 
Prelude/Lighting of the Candles 

 
*  Call to Worship  Inspired by Psalm 103 

Bless the Holy One with our whole selves. Praise the Maker of our 

being! 

Remember the mighty deeds and the good works of our God.   

The Sovereign One endows us with many gifts and equips us to do 

good work. 

Remember the mighty deeds and the good works of our God. 

Holy Love entered the world without condemnation but with grace 

and forgiveness, mercy and compassion, redemption and 

restoration. 

Hallelujah!  We give thanks for the mighty deeds and the 

good works of our God! 

 
*  Invocation 

God who calls, it is you who gathers us together and forms us as a 

community. It is you who makes us uniquely individual and who 

designs us for companionship. Let us journey together this day in 

your presence reminded of our interdependence with one another. 

May we see your glory and be inspired to demonstrate your 

goodness and care through our lives.  Amen. 

 
*  Opening Hymn       “Praise to the Lord, The Almighty”  

Mt Hope PH #15 Greenfield CH #210 
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Prayer of Transformation and New Life 
God of grace, we need your strength in our weakness. We 

confess that we can be judgmental and hyper-critical of our 

neighbors, family, and friends. We project our own 

shortcomings on others in order to deflect attention from 

our mistakes. We withhold and condition forgiveness, 

mercy, and grace from those who wrong us at the same 

time we seek it for the wrongs we have done. Even still, we 

struggle to forgive ourselves. You have shown us the better 

way. Help us to follow your path–receiving and extending 

forgiveness in a world in need of an infusion of grace for 

transformation. In your mercy, O God, hear our prayer, 

and let us forgive as you forgive. Amen. 

 

Words of Grace   

Beloved, grace has always been part of God’s relationship with 

humanity. God does not want you condemned or held captive by 

unresolved anger leading to bitterness. Rather, the Creator desires 

you to be released as both forgiven and forgiver so that all may 

live a life that is whole, free, and flourishing.  

 

Old Testament Reading  Genesis 50:15-21 NIV 

Joseph Reassures His Brothers 
15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, 

“What if Joseph holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the 

wrongs we did to him?” 16 So they sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your 

father left these instructions before he died: 17 ‘This is what you are to 

say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs 

they committed in treating you so badly.’ Now please forgive the sins of 

the servants of the God of your father.” When their message came to 

him, Joseph wept. 

18 His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We 

are your slaves,” they said. 

19 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of 

God? 20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to 

accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 21 So then, 

don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he 

reassured them and spoke kindly to them. 
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*  The Reading of the Holy Gospel  Matthew 18:21-35 NIV 

Gloria Tibi  (Glory be to Thee, O Lord.) TH #497 

The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant 
21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times 

shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to 

seven times?” 

22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven 

times.  

23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to 

settle accounts with his servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a 

man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was brought to 

him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and 

his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the 

debt. 

26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with 

me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ 27 The servant’s 

master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. 

28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow 

servants who owed him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him 

and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he 

demanded. 

29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient 

with me, and I will pay it back.’ 

30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown 

into prison until he could pay the debt. 31 When the other servants 

saw what had happened, they were outraged and went and told 

their master everything that had happened. 

32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he 

said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me 

to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as 

I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master handed him over to the jailers 

to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 

35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless 

you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
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*  Gloria Patri 
 

Children’s Message / Congregation Conversation 
 

* Meditation Hymn         “We Gather Together”  

Mt Hope PH #21 Greenfield CH #790  

 

Today’s Message 
 

*  The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth: And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 

and buried; he descended into hades; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 

on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic/Christian 

church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

 

Sung Response “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” TH # 501 
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The Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings 
   Offertory Statement 

   Offertory (MH) 

* Doxology  TH # 551 

* Offertory Prayer 

Merciful God, receive our humble offerings as a testimony to 

your provision and a demonstration of our love. May they 

be magnified and multiplied for the benefit of our 

community and all creation. Amen 

 

*  Closing Hymn          “Be Thou My Vision”  

Mt Hope PH #391 Greenfield CH #562  

 

*  Benediction 
May the love of God assure you, the hope of God guide you, and 

the peace of God sustain you as you go receiving and extending 

God’s grace in the world. 

 

*  Three-Fold Amen  TH # 558   
*  Postlude/Extinguishing of the Candle 

________________________________________ 

Forgiveness: Service Prayers for the Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost were written by The Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. 
Lindsay, Minister for Worship and Theology, United Church of Christ. 
 
 
 


